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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

JosH STEIN
(GOVERNOR

To:  Tennille Parker, Director of the Office of Disaster Recovery
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

RE:  Certifying Officer Delegation for 24 C.F.R. Part 58 Environmental Reviews

Date: May 2, 2025

Stephanie McGarrah, Deputy Secretary for the North Carolina Department of Commerce -
Division of Community Revitalization, by virtue of her position, is designated as the State of
North Carolina Environmental Certifying Officer for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant — Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR)
Hurricane Helene (FEMA DR-4827-NC) program.

Ms. McGarrah is authorized and consents to assume the status of “responsible Federal official™
under Section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and related federal
regulations (see 24 C.F.R. Part 58 and 40 C.F.R. Parts 1500 through 1508). In this role, Ms.
McGarrah will “assume all of the responsibilities for environmental review, decision making and
action” that are required under NEPA with respect to this HUD grant.

Ms. McGarrah is also authorized and consents, on behalf of the State of North Carolina, to
accept the jurisdiction of the federal courts for the purpose of enforcement of all the

responsibilities, as specified in 24 C.F.R. § 58.13.

NSy

Josh S}!in
Governor
State of North Carolina

Date: May 2. 2025

20301 Mai. Service CenTER ® RavLeigH, NC 27699-0301  TeLEpHONE: 919-814-2000

WWW.GOVERNOR .NC.GOV
Confidential
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Acronyms and Abbreviations

Acronym Meaning

AAN Allocation Announcement Notice

AARST American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists
ACM Asbestos Containing Material

AHMP Asbestos Hazard Management Program
AMI Area Median Income

ANSI American National Standards Institute
APE Area of Potential Effect

APZ Accident Potential Zone

ASD Acceptable Separation Distance

AST Aboveground Storage Tank

AVL Asheville Regional Airport

BMP Best Management Practices

CAA Clean Air Act

CAMA Coastal Area Management Act

CBRA Coastal Barrier Resource Act

CDBG Community Development Block Grant
CFR Code of Federal Regulations

CLG Certified Local Government

CLT Charlotte-Douglass International Airport
COG Councils of Government

CPD Community Planning and Development
CWA Clean Water Act

Ccz Clear Zone

CZMA Coastal Zone Management Act

DCR Division of Community Revitalization
DCM Division of Coastal Management

DOC Department of Commerce

DOD Department of Defense

DNL Day Night Average Sound Level

DPS Department of Public Safety

DR Disaster Recovery

DRRA Disaster Risk Reduction Area

DWM Division of Waste Management, North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
DWR Division of Water Resources, North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
EA Environmental Assessment
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EBCI Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

EFH Essential Fish Habitat

EO Executive Order

EPA Environmental Protection Agency

ERR Environmental Review Record

ESA Endangered Species Act

FAA Federal Aviation Authority

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency

FFRMS Federal Flood Risk Management Standard

FIRM Flood Insurance Rate Map

FONSI Finding of No Significant Impact

FOSI Finding of Significant Impact

FPPA Farmland Protection Policy Act

FR Federal Register

GIS Geographic Information System

GS General Statutes

HUD United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
HQS Housing Quality Standards

IPaC Information for Planning and Consultation tool
LBP Lead-Based Paint

LHMP Lead-based Paint Hazard Management Program
LMI Low to Moderate Income

LSHR Lead Safe Housing Rule

MHU Manufactured Housing Unit

MID Most Impacted and Distressed

NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards

NCAC North Carolina Administrative Code

NCDEQ North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
NCDOC North Carolina Department of Commerce

NCDOT North Carolina Department of Transportation
NCEM North Carolina Division of Emergency Management
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act

NFIP National Flood Insurance Program

NHP Natural Heritage Program

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act

NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service

NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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NOI Notice of Intent

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
NPIAS National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems
NPL National Priorities List

NPS National Park Service

NRCS Natural Resource Conservation Service
NRHP National Register of Historic Places

NRI Nationwide Rivers Inventory

NWSRS National Wild and Scenic Rivers System
0OSBM Office of State Budget and Management
OSHA Occupational Safety and Health Act
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
RE Responsible Entity

RPZ Runway Protection Zone

RRNC Radon-Resistant New Construction
RROF Request for Release of Funds

RRP Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule
SCS Soil Conservation Service

SEPA State Environmental Policy Act

SFHA Special Flood Hazard Area

SHPO State Historic Preservation Office

SIP State Implementation Plan

SOV Solicitation of Views

SSA Sole Source Aquifer

T&E Threatened and Endangered Species
TDAT Tribal Directory Assessment Tool

THPO Tribal Historic Preservation Office

TRI Toxics Release Inventory

URA Uniform Relocation Act

us United States

USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers
uscC United States Code

USDA United States Department of Agriculture
USFS United States Forest Service

USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service

LUST/UST Leaking/Underground Storage Tank
VOC Volatile Organic Compound
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WOTUS Waters of the United States

WRC Wildlife Resources Commission
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Overview

Background

Hurricane Helene made landfall in the early morning hours of Thursday September 27, 2024, just outside
Perry, Florida as a Category 4 storm with maximum sustained winds of 140 mph. The storm moved
quickly inland, reaching North Carolina later that day as a tropical storm. The storm brought historic
rainfall, strong winds, and tornadoes to the Appalachian region. Subsequent flooding and landslides led
to it being one of the deadliest US storms of the 21st century, with more than 100 confirmed deaths in
North Carolina alone.

On September 28, 2024, President Biden issued a major disaster declaration for twenty-five (25) North
Carolina counties and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, under the authority of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act or P.L. 93-288), approving
emergency work under Public Assistance Categories A and B, to supplement State, Tribal, and local
recovery efforts in the areas affected by Tropical Storm Helene beginning on September 25, 2024, and
continuing (North Carolina Tropical Storm Helene Disaster Declaration, FEMA-DR-4827-NC).
Amendments were issued from October 2, 2024 through March 31, 2025, declaring a total of thirty-nine
(39) counties and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) eligible for federal assistance, expanding
the categories of public assistance and providing individual assistance available to certain counties, and
making hazard mitigation funds available state-wide as depicted in Figure 1
(https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4827/notices#notices).

Figure 1

FEMA-4827-DR, North Carolina Disaster Declaration as of 12/18/2024
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According to the revised Damage and Needs Assessment for Hurricane Helene (December 13, 2024)
released by the NC Office of State Budget and Management (OSBM), between 121,000 and 132,000
homes had been damaged due to Hurricane Helene. As of December 4, 2024, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) had provided more than 138,000 households with housing and other
assistance related to the effects of Helene, totaling approximately $264 million in support
(https://www.osbm.nc.gov/hurricane-helene-dna/open).

On January 16, 2025, the U.S Department of Housing and Community Development published an
Allocation Announcement Notice (AAN), allocating $1,428,120,000 in Community Development Block
Grant—Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds, to the State of North Carolina for unmet recovery needs
resulting from Hurricane Helene (https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-16/pdf/2025-
00943.pdf). The State of North Carolina then published an Action Plan (Action Plan) outlining the
intended use and allocation of all CDBG-DR funding for eligible activities, eligibility criteria for accessing
the funds, and how the proposed uses will address long-term recovery needs. HUD approved the Action
Plan on April 25, 2025. As the lead agency and responsible entity (RE) for administering the CDBG-DR
funds, DCR has assumed the authority to perform environmental reviews in accordance with 24 CFR
Part 58.

Pursuant to the State’s Action Plan, the DCR has established the Renew NC Single-Family Housing
Program to implement the proposed project activities, using $807,354,000 in CDBG-DR funds allocated
for Reconstruction and Rehabilitation (R&R) of Owner-Occupied Housing, to address unmet housing
needs. Additionally, the State will use $130,400,000 of the total mitigation set-aside to address repair
and reconstruction of private roads, bridges and culverts as necessary to provide safe access to eligible
housing units being reconstructed or rehabilitated through the Program. The Renew NC Single-Family
Housing Program is anticipating 10,000 applications for assistance and will offer as many grant awards
as funds allow.

Approach

Due to the nature of disaster recovery programs, all project sites cannot be known prior to the time of
review. As such, DCR is implementing a tiered approach under 24 CFR 58.15 to comply with HUD's
requirements. This broad review, or “Tier 1”, will evaluate potential environmental impacts across the
project area where they can be identified. Any remaining impacts will be addressed in the site-specific
or “Tier 2" review. Tier 2 reviews demonstrating compliance with 24 CFR Part 58 will be completed prior
to work starting on any individual project site.

Ecoregions

In the NC State Action Plan, twenty-eight (28) full counties and one (1) zip code (the ‘eligible program
area’) were identified as most impacted and distressed (MID) by the State or HUD and are therefore
eligible for CDBG-DR program funds. This eligible program area covers a significant portion of western
North Carolina and is too expansive to cover under a single environmental review. As such, the state
explored multiple options to determine how best to divide the eligible area into relevant project areas,
such that impacts could be better considered. Although political boundaries are familiar, clearly
delineated and align with boundaries of government and regulatory agencies, such an approach offers
very little benefit and imposes unnecessary constraints based on an irrelevant and otherwise
meaningless set of political boundaries. Additionally, the large number of politically delineated areas
would create a cumbersome and duplicative environmental review process. To avoid this, the program
determined that using ecoregions would provide a the most effective and efficient way to divide the
eligible program area.

Similar to river basins, North Carolina’s ecoregions are defined by the similarity of their ecosystems. In

effect, ecoregions group habitats into areas that share common landscape settings and patterns which
are influenced by factors such as climate, soils, land surface form, and natural vegetation. North
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Carolina’s ecoregions are often used for organizing, interpreting and reporting information about land-
use dynamics. North Carolina Division of Water Resources (Water Sciences Section) has identified four
distinct ecological regions (ecoregions) in North Carolina (Figure 2); the two relevant regions
encompassing the CDBG-DR Program eligible areas are described below.

Figure 2
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Mountain

The Mountain Ecoregion includes all portions of the Southern Appalachian Mountains that occur west of
the Blue Ridge Escarpment. There are several foothill ranges (the Brushy, Sauratown, and South
mountains) located within the Piedmont province that are part of the Piedmont Ecoregion. North Carolina
has the highest elevations of any state east of the Mississippi River, with Mount Mitchell being the highest
peak at 6,684 feet (all elevations are above mean sea level). From high peak spruce-fir forests to low
floodplain valleys, the mountainous western region of North Carolina provides specialized habitat for a
broad array of biodiversity. Natural community descriptions and priority conservation action
recommendations can be found in Chapter 4 of the 2015 N.C. Wildlife Action Plan (NCWAP).

Piedmont

The Piedmont Ecoregion includes the areas east of the foot of the Blue Ridge Escarpment and west of
the fall line, excluding the foothill ranges that are part of the Piedmont Ecoregion. The fall line is a major
break in geologic structure between the Piedmont and the Coastal Plain which results in differences in
ecosystem patterns and a variety of landscape relief and roughness. Elevations range from about 1,500
feet in the foothills to about 200 feet at the fall line. North Carolina’s classic Piedmont habitats include
old fields, rock outcrops, streams and woodlands, where species diversity for some animal groups, such
as amphibians, reptiles and birds, is relatively high.

The eligible areas under the CDBG-DR program fit into each of the two ecoregions as noted in Table 1.
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Table 1
Ecoregion? Tiered Area
Alleghany Macon
Ashe Madison
Avery McDowell
Buncombe Mitchell
Mountain Clay Swain
Haywood Transylvania
Henderson Watauga
Jackson Yancey
Alexander Mecklenburg (Zip 28214)
Burke Polk
Caldwell Rutherford
Piedmont Catawba Surry
Cleveland Wilkes
Gaston Yadkin
Lincoln

Tier 1 Environmental Review

Project Location

Piedmont Ecoregion, North Carolina. This broad-level tiered environmental review covers project
activities within the area referred to as the Piedmont Ecoregion, which is comprised of twelve (12)
counties and one (1) zip code within the Presidentially-declared disaster area, including all municipalities
and rural areas therein: Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston, Lincoln, Mecklenburg

(Zip 28214), Polk, Rutherford, Surry, Wilkes and Yadkin. (Figure 3)

Program activities (as described below) will rebuild existing, and previously existing, storm-damaged
single-family dwellings (1-4 units) on scattered properties throughout the Piedmont Ecoregion. The
specific locations of these activities are not currently known and will remain unknown until individual
applicants apply and are deemed preliminarily eligible, pending completion of an environmental review
under 24 CFR Part 58. Once individual project locations are identified, a Tier 2 site-specific review will

be completed for each proposed project site.

I Counties which straddle the boundary between the Mountain and Piedmont were grouped into ecoregions based on predominant presence (land mass)
and/or greater extent of densely populated area in one of the two ecoregions.
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Figure 3
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Project Description

[24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]

The State of North Carolina, as a HUD CDBG-DR recipient, will address housing damage caused by
Hurricane Helene by assisting eligible applicants for reimbursement, rehabilitation, reconstruction,
demolition, replacement, and elevation of single-family residential dwellings (containing 1-4 units),
under the Renew NC Single-Family Housing Program (“the Program”). DCR will also provide assistance
for repair or reconstruction of private roads and bridges that provide access to eligible housing units
being reconstructed or rehabilitated. The specific Program activities to be undertaken by DCR to rebuild
housing damaged by Hurricane Helene, are as follows:

e Single-Family Housing - Rehabilitation and reconstruction of single-family residential
properties with up to 4 dwellings units per property/activity (whether owner-occupied or small
rental) and associated private roads and bridges, damaged by Hurricane Helene. Individual
projects may consist of one or more of the activities listed below.
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Eligible activities addressed in this review include:

o Repair / rehabilitation of a storm damaged structure

o Reconstruction / replacement substantially within the same footprint as the previous
damaged structure and utilities

o Repair or reconstruction of an existing, or previously existing, property access route
consisting of private roads and/or bridges substantially within the footprint of the
damaged road or bridge

o Reimbursement of eligible repairs made prior to being deemed eligible for the program

Level of Review

[24 CFR 58.36)

The NCDOC has determined the proposed project activities are not exempt or categorical excluded under
24 CFR 58.34 and 58.35, respectively; therefore, an Environmental Assessment (EA) level of review
consistent with 24 CFR Part 58 Subpart E, is required to determine whether the proposed activities have
the potential to cause significant environmental effects. If the findings of this EA indicate the proposed
activities will have significant adverse environmental impacts (Finding of Significant Impact or FOSI),
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) would be required before the proposed project may proceed.

Statement of Purpose and Need

[40 CFR 1508.9(b)]

Hurricane Helene made landfall approximately 10 nautical miles southwest of Perry, Florida, around
0310 uTC on September 27, 2024 as a Category 4 storm
(https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/data/tcr/AL092024 Helene.pdf), causing severe wind damage and
catastrophic flooding as it moved northward through Georgia and the Carolinas. In less than 24 hours,
it reached North Carolina as a strong tropical storm, unleashing historic rainfall, strong winds, and
tornadoes, particularly devastating the southern Appalachian Mountains. Pre-hurricane rain events had
already saturated the region, leading to unprecedented flooding and landslides, with rainfall totals
exceeding 30 inches in some areas (Id.). The storm resulted in over 200 deaths, nearly half of which
were in North Carolina. The state’s infrastructure received extensive damage, leaving 900,000 homes
and businesses without power. The economic impact was immense, with damages estimated at nearly
$60 billion in North Carolina alone, prompting significant recovery efforts by FEMA and other agencies.
The storm's aftermath highlighted the urgent need for housing assistance and recovery, with
approximately 274,900 households expected to seek aid.

The overall purpose of the Program is to provide timely assistance for single-family site-built homes,
Manufactured Housing Units (MHUs), and rental housing (1-4 units) with unmet recovery needs from
damages sustained during Hurricane Helene. The State of North Carolina as a HUD CDBG-DR recipient
will provide financial assistance to eligible applicants for housing rehabilitation, reconstruction,
replacement, including any necessary site accessibility work, and reimbursement through the Programs.
Mitigation activities are a key component of the Program’s housing recovery effort and are aimed at
increasing resiliency and reducing future loss of life and property in storm and flood-prone areas. Site-
specific mitigation requirements, identified during review, are a condition of federal assistance under
the Program.

Existing Conditions and Trends
[24 CFR 58.40(a)]

Western North Carolina is a primarily rural, mountainous region with a diverse land use landscape. The
region is characterized by forests, agricultural lands, and areas undergoing urban development,
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particularly around highway interchanges. Population growth and development pressure, in areas like
Lake Lure, are impacting the environment and requiring careful land use planning.

Socioeconomic

Hurricane Helene caused significant damages estimated at approximately $60 billion within the State of
North Carolina (https://www.osbm.nc.gov/hurricane-helene-dna/open). The need for housing
assistance to residential structure damage, is currently estimated to be $12.7 billion. According to the
NC OSBM, there were 151,000 homes reporting damage from Hurricane Helene as of November 9, 2024.
As of December 4, 2024, FEMA has provided more than 138,000 households with housing and other
assistance related to the effects of Helene, totaling approximately $264 million in support. (Id.) Single-
family homes, manufactured homes, and duplexes account for the majority of affected residential
structures. (Id.) OSBM estimates that up to over 5,100 homes may ultimately be rebuilt through CDBG-
DR funded housing programs. (Id. at pg. 42)

Flooding and landslides from Helene damaged thousands of miles of roads and bridges, cutting
communities off and limiting egress for residents and entrance by essential response and recovery
teams. The NCDOT (North Carolina Department of Transportation) Road Reopening for Hurricane Helene
2024 dashboard, indicates a total of 1,439 road closures in the aftermath of the storm including the
Blue Ridge Parkway which sustained significant damage, from downed trees, debris, and multiple
landslides. Although 1,398 of the roads have fully reopened, more than 9 months after the storm, 41
roads remain closed, and 53 are only partially accessible
(https://ncdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/cb4d6b257ed8420e838f7baffc9ecdbe).

The region’s economy also suffered a severe blow as well, threatening livelihoods and the long-term
viability of communities. The region's tourism industry, which generates nearly $7.7 billion in visitor
spending annually, was severely impacted by the storm's infrastructure damage and the need for
temporary closures of attractions like the Biltmore Estate and parts of the Blue Ridge Parkway.
Manufacturing and other industries (farming, mining, and forestry) that support the region's economy,
are heavily reliant upon a strong workforce pipeline; however, the region is currently experiencing
challenges related to a skilled workforce shortage, an aging workforce, and lower educational attainment
compared to the state average.

The counties, local communities and residents in this region face a significant challenge in rebuilding
necessary infrastructure, homes, businesses, and public facilities, as well as the local economy which
relies heavily on tourism.

Ecological

The Piedmont Ecoregion includes the areas east of the foot of the Blue Ridge Escarpment and west of
the fall line, excluding the foothill ranges that are part of the Piedmont Ecoregion. The fall line is a major
break in geologic structure between the Piedmont and the Coastal Plain which results in differences in
ecosystem patterns and a variety of landscape relief and roughness. Elevations range from about 1,500
feet in the foothills to about 200 feet at the fall line. North Carolina’s classic Piedmont habitats include
old fields, rock outcrops, streams and woodlands, where species diversity for some animal groups, such
as amphibians, reptiles and birds, is relatively high.

The Piedmont Ecoregion of North Carolina, a plateau that serves as a transition between the Blue Ridge
Mountains and the Atlantic Plain to the east, boasts rich biodiversity and unique habitats, but faces
significant environmental challenges. The region sustained catastrophic damage from Hurricane Helene
which brought historic rainfalls and flooding. Helene’s rainfall totals exceeded 8 inches across the region,
with some areas receiving over 12 inches, leading to record-high river levels and 1,000-year flood events
in several counties. Helene's powerful flooding significantly impacted major hydrological features in the
region including the Yadkin, Catawba and Broad Rivers - carving new river channels, forcing roads to
be permanently re-routed, washing away sediment and depositing it further downstream - forever
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altering the courses and characteristics of these rivers. Additionally, water quality is a major concern,
due to freshwater systems being inundated with sediment from landslides and flooding, and potential
contamination from floodwaters carrying various pollutants, including sewage and industrial chemicals.

According to the United States Geological Survey, intense rainfall from Helene spawned more than 2,000
landslides across western North Carolina impacting roads, trails, and ecosystems, and permanently
reshaping the landscape. Of these, 1,064 were flagged as having impacted rivers, roads, and structures.
Landslides were also listed as having caused 23 of the 104 confirmed storm-related deaths in North
Carolina. The most heavily impacted areas included Lake Lure, Bat Cave, Chimney Rock, Swannanoa,
Black Mountain, hilly areas north and east of Asheville (Linville Gorge and Table Rock), and sections of
the Blue Ridge Parkway up to Blowing Rock.

Tropical storm- and hurricane-force winds from Helene damaged more than 800,000 acres of timberland
and caused extensive tree fall, particularly on eastern slopes exposed to westward winds. Tens of
thousands of downed trees have created an excess of potential fuel on the forest floor while
simultaneously blocking access points. These factors have made it harder to reach and extinguish fires,
therefore significantly increasing the risk for wildfires.

The region is recovering from widespread damage to infrastructure, ecosystems, and its economy. Long-
term concerns include the spread of invasive species, increased wildfire risk, and the slow recovery of
vulnerable habitats and wildlife populations. The event has highlighted the importance of addressing
climate change and enhancing the resilience of both natural and human systems to extreme weather
events.

Funding Information

Grant Number HUD Program Funding Amount

Community Development Block Grant -

B-25-DU-37-0001
5-DU-37-000 Disaster Recovery

$937,754,000

Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount
$468,877,000

Estimated Total Project Cost
(HUD and non-HUD funds) [24 CFR 58.32(d)]

$468,877,000
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Compliance with 24 CFR 50.4, 58.5, and 58.6 Laws and Authorities

Record below the compliance or conformance determinations for each statute, executive order, or
regulation. Provide credible, traceable, and supportive source documentation for each authority. Where
applicable, complete the necessary reviews or consultations and obtain or note applicable permits of
approvals. Clearly note citations, dates/names/titles of contacts, and page references. Attach additional
documentation as appropriate.

Compliance Factors
Statutes, Executive
Orders, and Regulations
listed at 24 CFR §58.5
and §58.6

Was
compliance
achieved
at the
broad level
of review?

Compliance Determination
If yes, describe how compliance was achieved.
If no, explain why and describe the policy, standard, or process to be
followed in the site-specific review.

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND

REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §58.6

Airport Hazards
24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D

YES NO
O X

The requirements of 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D apply to project
activities within 2,500 feet of civil airports, and 15,000 feet of
military (or joint use) airports. The National Plan of Integrated
Airport Systems (NPIAS), Federal Aviation Administration’s
(FAA) Joint Civilian / Military (Joint-Use) Airports list and Airport
Data and Information Portal (ADIP), and statewide
transportation and aviation data listing NC Military Airfields,
were reviewed to identify civilian and military airports located
in and near the Piedmont Ecoregion.

There is one joint-use airport, Charlotte Douglas International
Airport (CLT), which may potentially be within 15,000 feet of a
project location. See attached Civil and Military Airports Map
depicting the locations of airports in the Piedmont Ecoregion
and surrounding states/counties.

CLT serves both civilian and military aviation and is currently
enhancing its capacity with significant projects, such as building
a fourth parallel runway (Runway 01/19), associated taxiways,
and expanding the terminal. According to the CLT airport
construction projects page and the CLT capacity environmental
assessment page, these upgrades are detailed in the airport’s
Final Environmental Assessment and are projected to continue
until 2028.

In connection with the runway expansion, the FAA mandates
that airports secure or control property in areas known as RPZs
to increase safety for people and property near runway ends.
The Environmental Assessment for CLT, referenced on the CLT
capacity environmental assessment page, mentions clear zone
planning for the new runway, indicating that changes to RPZ
boundaries or new property acquisitions may be needed for FAA
compliance.

An SOV letter was sent to CLT on March 18, 2025, requesting
comments and feedback on the proposed activities. The letter
specifically sought input on any concerns or objections related
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to recovery efforts involving the siting of HUD-assisted projects
within runway protection zones, accident potential zones, or
clear zones. Additionally, the airport was asked to provide
information related to any plans to acquire properties as part
of a clear zone acquisition program or airport expansion
project. To date, CLT has not provided any feedback.

Tier 2 Site-Specific Review

Once individual sites are identified, each will be screened for
location within 15,000 feet of CLT. If a proposed project site is
located within the designated search radius of the airport, a
site-specific review will be conducted to determine whether the
property lies within a current or planned RPZ/CZ or within a
designated APZ, based on available FAA and DOD planning
documents. In accordance with HUD policy and 24 CFR Part 51
Subpart D, HUD assistance will not be provided for projects
involving new construction, substantial rehabilitation,
reconstruction (i.e. MHU replacement), or acquisition of
undeveloped land if the site is located within an RPZ/CZ.
Additionally, projects located within an APZ will be subject to
further review. Any project proposing frequent or prolonged
human occupancy within an APZ must demonstrate land use
compatibility with military airfield safety standards and may be
subject to restrictions or ineligibility based on the type and
intensity of use. Sites that fall within these restricted areas and
cannot be mitigated or shown to be compatible with applicable
military land use guidance will not be eligible for HUD
assistance.

Attachment 1: Correspondence with Charlotte Douglas
International Airport Authority; Civil and Military Airports Map

Refer to the Tier 2 ERR for the site-specific compliance
determination and requisite documentation.

1973 and National Flood Insurance
Reform Act of 1994 [42 USC 4001-
4128 and 42 USC 5154a]

Coastal Barrier YES NO [ Based on areview of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Resources X [0 | Coastal Barrier Resource System (CBRS) data, there are no
Coastal Barrier Resources Act, as CBRS Units or Otherwise Protected Areas (OPA) located in or
amended by the Coastal Barrier dj t to the Piedmont Ecoregion project area. Therefore, no
Improvement Act of 1990 [16 USC adjacent to g proj ) !
3501] further consultation or review is required.
Attachment 2: USFWS Coastal Barrier Resource System Map
Review for the Coastal Barrier Resources Act is complete
in the Tier 1 Broad-Level Review.
Flood Insurance YES NO | Under section 582 of the National Flood Insurance Reform Act
Flood Disaster Protection Act of Ol X | of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 5154a), HUD disaster assistance that is

made available in a special flood hazard area may not be used
[...] for repair, replacement, or restoration of damage to any
personal, residential, or commercial property that previously
received Federal flood disaster assistance conditioned on
obtaining and maintaining flood insurance, and failed to do so.
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During the initial eligibility phase, applicant properties will be
screened for compliance with this requirement by reviewing
FEMA IA Non-compliance data to avoid any potential duplication
of benefits. Owners of previously assisted properties in the
SFHA will be required to provide a copy of the flood insurance
policy declaration proving active coverage at the time of the
event.

Additionally, projects receiving federal assistance for repairs,
rehabilitation, or construction of a structure, mobile home, or
insurable personal property (with an aggregated cost of
$10,000 or more) located within a Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) identified Special Flood Hazard
Areas (SFHA) on the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM), are required to obtain and maintain flood insurance
under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) for the
economic life of the building, irrespective of the transfer of
ownership. In order to purchase flood insurance, the
community must be participating in the NFIP; therefore, if the
community is not participating in the NFIP, or if its participation
has been suspended, federal assistance cannot be used for
projects in the SFHA. At the time of this review,
portions of Cleveland, Surry, and Yadkin counties are not
participating in the NFIP; therefore, properties in the SFHA in
these communities are not eligible. However, DCR will verify
participation in the NFIP for these communities at the tier 2
site-specific review level. Since every county in the Piedmont
Ecoregion contains areas of residential development within the
FEMA-designated SFHA, individual project activities will be
reviewed as sites are identified.

Tier 2 Site-Specific Review

At the Tier 2 Site-Specific Review level, each proposed project
site will be reviewed to ascertain its location relative to the
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) using the current? effective
FIRM, and the NFIP Community Status Book reviewed to verify
the relevant NFIP community, is currently participating and in
good standing. For properties identified as being within the
SFHA and flagged as having previously received federal
assistance contingent upon obtaining and maintaining flood
insurance, a copy of the flood insurance policy declaration
proving active coverage at the time of the event, will be
appended in the environmental record. Additionally, for all
properties in the SFHA, the pertinent community will be verified
to be in participating and good standing NFIP participation
status will be verified as active and flood insurance will be
mandated if any part of the structure receiving HUD funding is
situated within a FEMA-designated SFHA and the total repair
costs amount to at least $10,000. Upon project completion,

2 Because the relevant data, information or status used to make these determinations may change over time, all references to “current” data, information
or statuses, shall be understood to mean that which is current and applicable at the time of the Tier 2 review.
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applicants will be required to submit either 1) a copy of a
current flood insurance policy declaration, or 2) a paid receipt
for the current annual flood insurance premium along with a
copy of the application for flood insurance.

Attachment 3: FEMA FIRMs; NFIP Community Status Book

Refer to the Tier 2 Site-Specific Review for the
compliance determination and requisite documentation.

STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §58.5

Clean Air YES NO | In North Carolina, the Department of Environmental Quality
Clean Air Act, as amended, X [0 | (DEQ), Division of Air Quality (DAQ) is responsible for
ﬁ:'::::'gs:lctg 176(0) & (e); 40 developing, implementing and enforcing North Carolina’s State

Implementation Plan (SIP) to ensure compliance with the Clean
Air Act (CAA) and help all areas of the state achieve and
maintain the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)
for air quality. To demonstrate compliance with the CAA,
project activities in areas designated as “maintenance” or
“nonattainment” must demonstrate conformity with the SIP.
The only NAAQS designated area in North Carolina is the
Charlotte/Gastonia/Salisbury 2008 8-Hour Ozone maintenance
area (also to referred to as the Charlotte-Rock Hill, NC-SC area)
which consists of Mecklenburg County in its entirety and
portions of Cabarrus, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Rowan and Union
Counties, North Carolina; and a portion of York County, South
Carolina.

On March 18, 2025, a SOV letter was submitted to the NC DEQ
DAQ requesting concurrence with a program-wide CAA
compliance determination for the proposed activities with
respect to NAAQS. In a response dated March 28, 2025, Mike
Abraczinskas, Director of the NC DEQ DAQ, provided
concurrence with the CAA compliance determination for all
program activities occurring outside of the Charlotte-Gastonia-
Salisbury, NC maintenance area for the 2008 8-hour ozone
NAAQS, which encompasses portions of three counties within
the Piedmont Ecoregion: Gaston, Lincoln, and Mecklenburg. To
note, the program area includes the entirety of Gaston and
Lincoln counties and a portion of Mecklenburg county (Zip code
28214). Federally-funded projects in maintenance areas are
subject to Federal General Conformity requirements with
applicability based on the annual volatile organic compounds
(VOC) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) expected emissions being
below EPA-identified de minimis emissions thresholds (100 tons
per year for both VOC and NOx).

In a follow-up email sent April 16, 2025 from Andrew Bollman,
Environmental Program Consultant for the NC DEQ DAQ, it was
noted, based on a discussion with DCR April 15, 2025, “the
amount of construction dollars that would be needed to exceed
a General Conformity de minimis emissions threshold is
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substantially higher than DAQ’s understanding of the housing
recovery funding available for the Charlotte maintenance area.”
Additionally, Andrew Bollman stated, “Assuming this is the
correct total funding amount, then DAQ concludes that Helene
housing recovery funding complies with General Conformity
requirements for the 2008 ozone NAAQS Charlotte
maintenance area.” Therefore, NC DEQ DAQ concurs with DCR’s
program-wide CAA compliance determination, no further
consultation is required, and the proposed project activities are
in compliance with the Clean Air Act (CAA).

Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be implemented to
minimize the potential for localized impacts associated with
short-term exposure to sensitive receptors from particulate
matter (PM 10) such as fugitive dust and emissions during
construction-related activities (land clearing, grading). See
Mitigation Measures and Conditions.

Attachment 4: Agency SOV Correspondence with NC DEQ
Division of Air Quality; Map of North Carolina 8-hour Ozone
Maintenance Area (2008 Standard); EPA Green Book: North
Carolina Nonattainment/ Maintenance Status for Each County
by Year for All Criteria Pollutants

Review for the Clean Air Act is complete in the Tier 1
Broad-Level Review.

Coastal Zone
Management

Coastal Zone Management Act,
sections 307(c) & (d)

YES

NO

North Carolina’s Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA)
regulates certain activities within North Carolina’s Coastal Zone
which encompasses 20 counties along the state's Atlantic coast
(Beaufort, Bertie, Brunswick, Camden, Carteret, Chowan,
Craven, Currituck, Dare, Gates, Hertford, Hyde, New Hanover,
Onslow, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Tyrrell, and
Washington). The Piedmont Ecoregion project area is in
western NC, entirely outside of North Carolina’s Coastal Zone
and has no potential to affect coastal resources; therefore, a
Federal Consistency Determination is not required, and no
further consultation or review is necessary. The proposed
project is in compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act.

Attachment 5: NC CAMA Boundary Map

Review for the Coastal Zone Management Act is complete
in the Tier 1 Broad-Level Review.

Contamination and

Toxic Substances
24 CFR Part 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2)

YES
O

NO
X

It is HUD policy, as described in 24 CFR 58.5(i)(2), that “all
properties that are being proposed for use in HUD programs be
free of hazardous materials, contamination, toxic chemicals and
gasses, and radioactive substances, where a hazard could
affect the health and safety of occupants or conflict with the
intended utilization of the property.” To ensure compliance with
this section, a site investigation and regulatory records review
is required for each proposed project site to identify potential
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hazards. Depending on the property’s age, condition, location,
and project, proposed activities may involve structures
containing lead-based paint, radon, mold, and asbestos which
can detrimentally impact the health and well-being of
occupants, and therefore, may be subject to additional
requirements as outlined in the hazard specific sections below.

To protect residents from potential hazards and facilitate
compliance with state and local regulations and requirements,
on March 19, 2025, SOV letters were submitted to the NC
Department of Health and Human Services (NC DHHS), Division
of Health Service Radiation Protection Section; NC DHHS
Division of Public Health, Health Hazards Control Unit (HHCU)
to the attention of the Asbestos Hazard Management Program
as well as the Lead-based Paint Hazard Management Program,
and to the NC DEQ Division of Waste Management. The letters
requested comments and feedback on the proposed activities
as well as any concerns regarding the proposed recovery efforts
with respect to compliance with applicable rules, regulations
and requirements. DCR also contacted HUD Office of
Environment and Energy (OEE), Environmental Planning
Division, for guidance regarding an appropriate search radius
for contamination. The following responses were received:

An email response was received March 20, 2025, from
Catherine Rosfjord, Radon and Tanning Branch Manager for the
Division of Health Service, Radiation Protection Section, NC
Department of Health and Human Services, expressing interest
in the proposed project and requesting a few minor
clarifications, which was provided on April 10, 2025. In
subsequent correspondence (April 23, 2025), Ms. Rosfjord
provided additional recommendations and feedback on the
proposed methodology for addressing radon concerns. DCR is
appreciative of the feedback and recommendations provided
and has used this information to better inform the Program’s
implementation approach.

An email response was received April 30, 2025, from Michael
E. Scott, Director of the NC DEQ Division of Waste Management
(“the Division”), noting that the Division has no concerns
regarding adverse impacts to surrounding communities and is
not aware of any situations in communities that would affect
the proposed project. However, Mr. Scott requested the
Division be immediately notified of any underground fuel
storage or home heating oil tanks requiring replacement or
removal and recommended that DCR encourage contractors to
minimize the waste generated during construction and require
all contractors to provide proof of proper disposal for all
generated waste. DCR is appreciative of the feedback and will
incorporate this request in the Program’s implementation.
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A HUD training slide deck entitled Records Search for
Compliance with 24 CFR 50.3(i) specifying the types of facilities
to be reviewed and the appropriate search radius for each.

Lead-Based Paint

Project activities involving housing constructed prior to January
1, 1978 which do not meet an exemption under 24 CFR 35.115,
are subject to compliance with applicable requirements of:

¢ HUD Lead Safe Housing Rule (24 CFR Part 35)

e HUD Lead Disclosure Rule (24 CFR 35 Subpart A)

e EPA Renovation, Repair, and Painting Rule (40 CFR Part
745 Subpart E; NC Gen. Stat., 130A-453.22-453.31)

¢ NC Lead-based Paint Hazard Management Program
(LHMP) (NC Gen. Stat. 130A, Article 19A; 10A N.C.A.C.
41C .0801-.0809)

e NC Lead-Based Paint Hazard Management Program for
Renovation, Repair and Painting (LHMP-RRP) (NC Gen.
Stat. 130A, Article 19B; 10A N.C.A.C. 41C .0901-.0907)

e NC Occupational Safety and Health Standards (29 CFR
1926.62)

In accordance with the HUD LSHR, all project activities must
comply with federal, state and local regulations and
requirements. The NC Department of Health and Human
Services, Health Hazards Control Unit (HHCU) also administers
the Lead-Based Paint Hazard Management Abatement Program
(LHMP) statewide in lieu of EPA. This program addresses lead
abatement activities, such as lead-based paint inspections, risk
assessments, project design and projects that are intended to
abate lead-based paint or lead-based paint hazards in housing
and child-occupied facilities built before 1978. The HHCU also
administers the Lead-Based Paint Hazard Management
Program for Renovation, Repair and Painting (LHMP-RRP)
Program in North Carolina in lieu of EPA. North Carolina law
requires the use of lead-safe work practices during renovation,
remodeling and painting work performed for compensation in
single and multi-family housing built before 1978.

For projects involving ‘renovation’ (modification of any existing
structure which results in the disturbance of painted surfaces),
cleaning verification procedures must be followed and
documented by the firm conducting the renovation.
Additionally, written post-renovation recordkeeping
requirements must be provided to the owner or occupant (if
present) when an applicable renovation is completed.
Renovation projects also require a NC certified firm, a NC
certified renovator and trained workers. Additionally, for
projects that include abatement (activities intended to
permanently eliminate lead-based paint or lead-based paint
hazards) require a NC certified abatement firm and lead
certification of all individuals working on the project, a permit
issued by the HHCU and clearance testing following the
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abatement. All work must comply with applicable portions of
HUD’s Lead-Safe Housing Rule (24 CFR Part 35, Subpart J). For
grants <$5,000, safe work practices and a clearance
examination shall be required. For grants between $5,000 and
$25,000, a risk assessment, interim controls, safe work
practices and a clearance examination shall be required. For
grants >$25,000, a risk assessment and lead abatement and
clearance examination shall be required. All LBP-contaminated
debris will be properly disposed of in a NC DWM approved
landfill facility in accordance with applicable state and local
regulations.

Each project will be evaluated in the Tier 2 Site-Specific
Review to determine applicability of the Lead Hazard
compliance requirements outlined above.

Asbestos

The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services,
Division of Public Health, Health Hazards Control Unit (HHCU)
administers the NC Asbestos Hazard Management Program
(10A NCAC 41C .0600), the rules and requirements of which
are applicable state-wide - in all counties - and to all asbestos
management activities (accreditation, inspections, air
monitoring and permitted asbestos removals of friable ACM).
The National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants
(NESHAP) - Asbestos Regulation (40 CFR, Part 61, Subpart M)
is administered and enforced by the Air Quality division of the
Mecklenburg County Land Use and Environmental Services
Agency, and by HHCU in all other counties in the Piedmont
Ecoregion. As such, projects involving asbestos
management/abatement activities, demolition, or renovation of
buildings must comply with the following:

e A Demolition Notification must be submitted to HHCU even
if no asbestos is present in the building.

e All friable and regulated ACM in quantities greater than 3
square or linear feet that will be disturbed by a renovation
or demolition activity, must be properly removed by NC
accredited asbestos workers and supervisors.

e An asbestos removal permit must be obtained is more than
35 cubic feet, 160 square feet or 260 linear feet of friable
or regulated asbestos containing material (ACM) is to be
removed from a building.

¢ Notifications and Asbestos Permit must be submitted to the
proper authority at least 10 working days prior to the start
of any demolition or renovation activities.

e Contractors and individuals preforming in asbestos
management/abatement  activities, demolition, or
renovation of buildings must be NC accredited, and all
work must be performed in accordance with 10A NCAC 41C
.0601, 40 CFR Part 61 Subpart M, and local ordinances.
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e All ACM must be properly disposed of in a NC DWM
approved landfill facility in accordance with applicable

regulations.
Additionally, for all projects in Mecklenburg County (Zip
28214):

e For activities involving demolition or repair, the cumulative
disturbance of asbestos-containing materials may trigger
notification and permitting requirements with Mecklenburg
County Air Quality (MCAQ). Each structure should be
inspected by an NC-accredited asbestos professional prior
to work to identify any asbestos-containing materials.
Notification must be submitted at least 10 working days
before demolition or repair if regulatory thresholds are
met, regardless of individual building size, due to the
project's collective scope.

The Asbestos requirements outlined above will be
included in the Tier 2 Site-Specific Review as Conditions
/ Mitigation Measures for all projects and must be
complied with; however, no further review for Asbestos
is necessary at the site-specific level.

Mold

Mold is @ common issue in storm damaged structures where
excessive moisture infiltration and accumulation is likely, due
to wind-driven rain and flooding. The presence of mold can
severely impact indoor air quality, causing various health
problems including allergic reactions and respiratory issues, in
addition to permanently damaging buildings. Consistent with
the Program’s commitment to providing safe, decent and
affordable housing, rehabilitation projects will include mold
remediation measures consistent with applicable EPA
requirements, guidance, and best practices; and to the extent
feasible, all construction activities will incorporate resilient
building concepts consistent with HUD guidance, such as the
use of mold resistant building materials. Additionally, all
construction activities involving rental properties will comply
with North Carolina laws requiring landlords to maintain
habitable living conditions, including repairing or remedying
any “imminently dangerous condition” on the premises after
acquiring actual knowledge or receiving notice of the condition,
within a reasonable period of time based upon the severity of
the condition (N.C. General Statutes: § 42-42: Landlord to
provide fit premises [Revised 2012]). For purposes of
interpreting this subdivision in this context, the term
"imminently dangerous condition" is understood to mean “l.
Excessive standing water, sewage, or flooding problems caused
by plumbing leaks or inadequate drainage that contribute to
mosquito infestation or mold.”
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The Mold requirements outlined above will be included
in the Tier 2 Site-Specific Review as Conditions /
Mitigation Measures for all projects and must be
complied with; however, no further review for Mold is
necessary at the site-specific level.

Radon

HUD policy (Notice CPD-23-103) requires consideration of
radon gas under HUD’s contamination regulations at 24 CFR
Part 58.5(i). In accordance with this policy, the Program will
implement the "Recommended Best Practice” method, using
American National Standards Institute/American Association of
Radon Scientists and Technologists (ANSI/AARST) testing
protocols and mitigation standards, to determine radon levels
and implement appropriate mitigation at the site-specific level.
For all projects, the property owner will be provided a copy of
the final test result and mitigation plan (when required), and
informed of any ongoing maintenance or periodic testing that
may be required to ensure the system is operating as intended.
Where feasible, the Program will utilize licensed radon
professionals, trained staff, or other professionals (i.e.,
engineers, geologist, scientists, public health staff) who have
experience conducting radon testing or have the relevant skills
and knowledge to follow the device instructions or ANSI/AARST
test protocols and mitigation standards.

For rehabilitation projects, prior to the start of construction
activities, each residential building will be tested using
ANSI/AARST testing standards to confirm the air radon level
inside the building. *See Pre-Construction Testing*

For reconstruction and replacement projects, the project scope
will include appropriate mitigation measures per Program-
established Best Practices (i.e. radon resistant construction
techniques, open/vented building foundations, radon reduction
systems) to the extent practicable. Following the completion of
construction activities (including installation of radon
mitigation), each residential building will be tested following
ANSI/AARST test protocols to confirm radon levels are below 4
pCi/L. *See Post-Installation/Construction Testing*

Pre-Construction Testing
If pre-construction testing demonstrates that air radon

levels within the building are below 4 pCi/L, the test results
will be appended to the project file and mitigation will not
be required.

However, if pre-construction testing determines indoor air
radon levels are at or above 4.0 pCi/L, the proposed
rehabilitation scope will be modified to include appropriate
mitigation measures per Program-established Best
Practices as necessary to reduce radon concentrations in
indoor air as low as reasonably achievable and practicable.
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Following the completion of construction activities
(including installation of radon mitigation), post-
construction testing following ANSI/AARST test protocols
will be conducted to confirm radon levels are below 4 pCi/L.
*See Post-Installation/Construction Testing*

Post-Installation/Construction Testing

If post-construction testing demonstrates that air radon
levels within the building are below 4 pCi/L, the test results
and mitigation plan will be appended to the project file.
However, if post-construction testing determines indoor air
radon levels are at or above 4.0 pCi/L, the proposed project
scope will be modified to include additional mitigation
measures per Program-established Best Practices as
necessary to reduce radon concentrations in indoor air as
low as reasonably achievable and practicable. Following the
installation of additional mitigation, post-installation testing
following ANSI/AARST test protocols will be conducted to
confirm radon levels are below 4 pCi/L. *Return to Post-
Installation/Construction Testing*

Each project will be evaluated in the Tier 2 Site-Specific
Review to determine specific applicability of the Radon
compliance requirements outlined above.

As individual project sites are identified, each will be reviewed
for potentially site contamination or hazardous conditions as
follows:

Tier 2 Site-Specific Review
At the Tier 2 Site-Specific Review level, each proposed project
site and associated activities will be evaluated, including a site
investigation and regulatory records review as follows:
1 Mile Radius
e Federal National Priorities List (NPL) Sites
e Federal RCRA CORRACTS
e State NPL Sites
0.5 Mile Radius
e Federal Delisted NPL Sites
e Federal CERCLIS
e Federal RCRA Non-CORRACTS TSD Facilities
e State CERCLIS
e State Landfills / Solid Waste Disposal Sites
e State Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (UST)
e State Voluntary Cleanup Sites
e State Brownfield Sites
Property/Adjoining Property Only
e Federal RCRA Generators
e State Registered Storage Tank Sites

Property Only
e Federal Institutional/Engineering Control Sites
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e Federal ERNS
e State Institutional/Engineering Control Sites

If a condition is identified where a hazard could affect the health
and safety of occupants or conflict with the intended utilization
of the property, the Tier 2 must contain appropriate
documentation demonstrating that the contaminants do not
pose a threat to the health or safety of the occupants or restrict
property usage from residential purposes (NFA, Phase I/II ESA,
etc.), evidence the contaminants have been removed or
remediated, and/or appropriate mitigation measures
implemented, otherwise, the site will be rejected.

If any USTs are discovered, NC DEQ’s DWM’s UST Section will
be notified. In the event that unexpected contaminated or
potentially hazardous materials, soils or debris are encountered
during demolition or construction, then work in the area shall
cease immediately and the work area secured. The NC DEQ
Asheville Regional Office will be contacted and the
contamination assessed with an environmental consultant.
Appropriate measures will be taken to address the hazard(s)
(i.e., contaminated soils, hazardous debris, USTs, etc.) and, if
removed, will be properly disposed of in the appropriate NC
DEQ DWM approved facility in accordance with applicable
federal, Tribal, State, and local laws, and regulations (e.g.,
RCRA Subtitles C and D, NESHAP 40 CFR 61.150, and NC Solid
Laws NCGS 130A, and NC Hazardous Waste Rules 15A NCAC
13A).

Lead-Based Paint

Projects will be reviewed to determine whether an exemption
at 24 CFR 35.115 applies; if not, a Lead Assessment/Evaluation
utilizing the most appropriate method (visual assessments,
paint testing, or risk assessment) based on the activity
undertaken, will be performed by a qualified, NCHHCU-certified
inspector or risk assessor, in accordance with HUD and NC
requirements. For structures containing lead-based paint or
lead hazards, lead hazard reduction, paint stabilization, interim
controls, standard treatments, abatement and clearance
inspections, will be completed by NCHHCU-certified LBP firms
and professionals, as necessary for compliance with the NC and
HUD requirements.

Asbestos

All project activities will be required to comply with all
applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations and
requirements pertaining to the handling, abatement and
removal of regulated ACM including but not limited to
inspection, testing, agency notification, permitting, and
disposal.
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Mold

Mold in residential structures undergoing rehabilitation, will be
addressed in accordance with HUD’s Housing Quality Standards
(HQS), which establish minimum quality standards in
accordance with 24 CFR 5.703 to ensure that all residents live
in safe, habitable dwellings, the items and components located
inside the building, outside the building, and within the units of
HUD housing must be functionally adequate, operable, and free
of health and safety hazards. Additionally, rental units will
comply with North Carolina law (N.C. Gen. Stat. § 42-42) which
requires landlords to fix excessive standing water, sewage, or
flooding problems caused by plumbing leaks or inadequate
drainage that contribute to mold.

Radon

All structures will be evaluated for radon, unless an exemption
applies. Radon testing will be performed in accordance with
ANSI/AARST standards. If the radon levels are determined to
be under 4.0 pCi/L, test results will be added to the project file
and no further action will be required. If the radon levels are
determined to be at or above 4.0 pCi/L, radon mitigation will
be incorporated. Structures will be re-tested post-construction
to confirm reduction to below 4.0 pCi/L and an ongoing
mitigation plan implemented.

All LBP, ACM, Mold and Radon Inspection(s), Testing,
Abatement(s), Clearance Report(s), Mitigation Plans and
applicable permits will be added to the project file.

Consultation for Tier 2, if Required

NC DHHS Health Hazards Control Unit (HHCU)
NC DEQ Division of Waste Management (DWM)
Mecklenburg County Air Quality (MCAQ)

Attachment 6: Agency SOV Correspondence Related to
Contamination and Toxic Substances; HUD Notice CPD-23-103
(Departmental Policy for Addressing Radon in the
Environmental Review Process)

Refer to the Tier 2 Site-Specific Review for the
compliance determination and requisite documentation.

Endangered
Spe